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Welcome to our Spring update
What a year it has been. I sincerely hope this letter finds you well and feeling cheered by
the warmer weather and bursts of colour from Spring flowers. At St Michael’s Hospice we are
looking to 2021 with positivity and an eagerness to overcome any further challenges to supporting
patients and their families, whether in the Hospice or the community.

Welcome to our new Chairman

Firstly, we are delighted to introduce you to our new Chairman, Susan
Munroe. Susan joined the Hospice board as Chairman in January and
brings with her a wealth of experience as a nurse, in palliative care at a
national level, and as a senior leader in several charities. Susan first
trained as a nurse and worked for a number of years in elderly medicine.
She ran a Marie Curie Hospice, and subsequently worked for Marie Curie
across Scotland, before undertaking a national UK role as Director of
Nursing and Patient Services. Susan said; “I am absolutely delighted to
become part of this great organisation which is so well loved and
respected by the local community. As I take over we are in the midst of
COVID-19 restrictions but can see some hope for the end of it. I want to
pay tribute to the staff and volunteers of St Michael’s Hospice who
have worked tirelessly to continue providing a service during such a
difficult time and I look forward to being part of an exciting future for
the Hospice as we come out of it.”

New Consultant joins the Hospice

We are also thrilled to welcome Dr Jane Lewington, our new Consultant,
who recently joined the medical team. Jane will be leading the work
developing our community clinical service. “In my first few weeks in
post I have seen areas of excellent practice and teamwork and have
been really impressed with how the team have worked together to
provide a service during this COVID-19 pandemic.” said Jane.

Date for your diary: Make a Will Month, June 2021
For details visit: www.stmichaelshospice.com/makeawillmonth

Join our team

In November we launched an innovative digital recruitment campaign for
clinical roles. The campaign celebrates our people and their positive
experiences and reasons for working at St Michael’s Hospice. It focusses
on the benefits of working at the Hospice; from the beautiful, peaceful
location to our approach to integrated clinical working.
To find out more visit: www.stmichaelshospice-jobs.co.uk

Generous donation from Sussex Masonic Charities

To assist us with the development of our community services Sussex
Masonic Charities presented the Hospice with a brand new Dacia
Duster. This incredible donation will be used by the Occupational
Therapists who, alongside their Wellbeing colleagues, help people with
life-limiting illnesses to maintain their independence for as long as
possible. Senior Occupational Therapist, Nikki Bentham, says;
“This car will help our team provide timely assessments and targeted
interventions both to in-patients wishing to return home, and to those
already living in the community, who wish to remain in their own homes.
Thank you again to the Freemasons at Sussex Masonic Charities for
their generous donation, and from all those who will benefit from this
wonderful gift going forward.”
These positive stories have really helped to keep up morale at the Hospice during such a
challenging period. However COVID-19 has severely affected our ability to raise funds this year,
as you will be aware most of our planned fundraising events and activities have been cancelled
or severely restricted. Our eight charity shops have remained closed for most of the year and,
when opened, only under strict rules and regulations to ensure the safety of our team and
customers alike. Our Lottery Collectors have not been able to undertake their usual collection
rounds, but our Lottery team have risen to the challenge making thousands of phone calls to
ensure that each and every Lottery player did not miss out on the weekly draw. Our website now
offers the chance to join the Lottery online by Direct Debit.
Visit www.stmichaelshospice.com/lottery to find out more about playing the Hospice Lottery.
The support from our local communities has been truly heart warming this year, as always, with so
many choosing to support the Hospice in such difficult times. If you would like to make a donation
to St Michael’s Hospice please find a form enclosed, alternatively you can donate online by visiting
www.stmichaelshospice.com/donate and setting up a monthly donation or making a one-off
donation.
We look forward to welcoming you all back to the Hospice and to our events when it is safe to do
so. Until then please do keep in touch with us, keep an eye on our website and social media
channels for news about our fundraising activities and service developments, news on our Open
Gardens and Moonlight and Memories Walk coming soon.
With all best wishes and thank you for your ongoing support.

Karen

Dr Karen Clarke, Chief Executive
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